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Vipaka Vessantara and its Role in Uprooting Doubts in DhammaVessantara
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Abstract

VipakaVessantara has been well-known among various ethnic Tai groups: Tai Yuan in Lanna
of Thailand, Tai Khuen in Kengtung of Myanmar, Tai Lue in Xishuangbanna of China, and Lao people in
LuangPhrabang of Laos. This article aims to study 4 VipakaVessantara versions and in order to study main
contentand techniques.Research methodology are collectted and transliterated these scriptures then
analyze text. The study found that the scriptures, which are used for chanting in the same context of
chanting VessantaraJataka, narrates the deeds in previous lives of numerous characters in
VessantaraJataka such as King Vessantara, Queen Maddi, Prince Jali, Princess Kanha, Jujaka, and
Paccayanagendara elephant. The text functions as a significant religious device for extinguishing doubts in
VessantaraJataka through a meaningful literary technique of tale-telling, especially telling many tales in
order to clarify the reason why King Vessantara gave away his beloved son and daughter, Prince Jali and
Princess Kanha.

Keywords: VipakaVessantara, Ethnic Taigroups, Tai Yuan, Tai Khuen, Tai Lue, Lao
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